Toddler with seizures due to ingesting camphor at an Indian celebration.
We report a 3-year-old girl who presented to the emergency department with seizures. Earlier in the evening, the patient was with her parents at an Indian celebration where she vomited once and then became hyperactive. Fifteen minutes later, she became unresponsive and had an episode characterized by eye blinking, teeth grinding, and posturing that lasted 2 to 3 minutes. To our knowledge, this is the first report of seizure after ingestion of ceremonial camphor tablets at an Indian ceremony. Given the inadequate packaging and use of many grams of camphor at these ceremonies, the pediatric population specifically is at risk for camphor toxicity from this source. Health care professionals should be aware of this unique and culturally specific source of potential camphor toxicity.